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The  Board  of  Management  has  much  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the  Governors  and  Subscribers 
the  Eighty-second  Annual  Report. 

War  conditions  have  increased  responsibilities,  but  the  hospital  has  functioned  in  a  remarkable 
degree.  The  work  of  the  various  Departments  has  been  extremely  heavy,  and  the  Board  is  glad  to 
pay  a  tribute  to  the  able  way  in  which  all  have  worked  together  to  enable  so  much  to  be  accomplished 
under  war-time  conditions  and  with  depleted  staffs. 


The  work  of  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  statistics  : 


Total  number  of  children  admitted,  including  Day  Wards 

1942 

6,338 

1941 

5,004 

New  Medical  Out-Patients  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7,201 

5,054 

New  Surgical  Out-Patients  ... 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

12,038 

8,445 

Casualties  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,514 

1,329 

Out-Patient  Attendances 

.  .  .  •  •  • 

73,039 

60,338 

Operations — Major . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1,631 

1,318 

Minor  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6,406 

5,320 

Average  Daily  Number  of  In-Patients 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

155*4 

86 

Average  Length  of  Stay  (days) 

. 

15*4 

10 

SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS 

X-Ray  Examinations 

...  ... 

... 

2,712 

2,103 

X-Ray  Treatments  ... 

. . .  ... 

... 

41 

49 

Ultra-violet  Ray  Treatments 

. , .  ... 

... 

960 

622 

Radium  Treatments  ... 

, , ,  ... 

... 

— 

333 

Electrical  Treatments 

...  ... 

... 

3,082 

4,081 

Massage  Treatments  ... 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

3,722 

4,311 

Swedish  Remedial  Exercise  Treatments 

...  ... 

.... 

4,415 

3,781 

Ear  and  Throat  Department 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

3,915 

2,501 

Dental  Department  ... 

...  ... 

•  .  • 

1,332 

805 

Naevi  Department 

...  ... 

•  .  • 

966 

565 

Ophthalmic  Department 

... 

... 

737 

612 

Psychological  Department . 

... 

... 

160 

— 

Squint  Department  Treatments 

...  ... 

11,733 

10,933 

Pathological  Department : 

Estimations  and  Preparations 

15,223 

11,859 

Bio-chemical  Department  : 

Estimations  and  Preparations 

...  ... 

... 

8,008 

5,468 

EVACUATED  CASES  . 

. 

•  •• 

1,121 

1,620 

CONVALESCENT  HOMES 

Number  of  Children  sent  to  Moseley  Hall,  Seaside 
other  Convalescent  Homes 

and 

188 

149 

FINANCE 

The  Board  is  grateful  for  the  wealth  of  interest  shown  by  members  of  the  public  at  a  time  when 
so  many  calls  have  been  made  upon  them.  Voluntary  gifts  are  up  by  £1,287.  Subscriptions  represent¬ 
ing  £475,  donations  £700  and  Central  Funds  £112. 

Receipts  on  account  of  services  rendered  total  £38,348,  and  are  £5,245  more  than  in  1941. 

Birmingham  Contributory  Scheme  has  provided  £1,436  less  than  1941,  but  outside  schemes 
have  brought  in  £513  more. 

Patients’  contributions  show  an  increase  of  £1,824,  private  patients  accounting  for  £1,127  of  the 
increase. 

Public  Authority  contributions  are  down  by  £200. 

The  Government  Emergency  Scheme  has  brought  in  £9,947  against  £5,710  in  the  previous  year. 

The  total  income  for  the  year  has  been  £52,769  against  £46,217  for  1941,  an  increase  of  £6,552. 

On  the  expenditure  side  it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  is  £52,779  against  £46,219,  an  increase  of 
£6,560. 

Provisions  amount  to  £6,058  against  £3,746 — an  increase  of  £2,312,  explained  by  the  increased 
number  of  patients  and  staff  to  be  fed  as  the  result  of  opening  more  beds. 

During  the  year  165  beds  were  occupied  against  98  in  1941.  The  average  weekly  cost  of  provisions 
per  patient  in  1942  was  12s.  5d.  against  12s.  3d.  in  the  previous  year. 

Additional  patients  account  for  the  increase  of  £793  in  surgery  and  dispensary  expenditure. 

Domestic  increase  is  £1,000,  coal  being  responsible  for  £400,  laundry  £300  and  water  £200, 
leaving  £100  for  other  small  increases. 
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Salaries  and  Wages  show  an  increased  expenditure  of  £4,21 6  over  1941 .  These  are  now  approach¬ 
ing  one  half  of  the  ordinary  expenditure  of  the  hospital.  The  implementing  of  the  Rushcliffe  proposals 
as  from  1st  April,  1943,  will  bring  this  item  to  over  one  half  of  the  expenditure.  Miscellaneous  ex¬ 
penditure  at  £2,424  compares  with  £2,740  in  the  preceding  year. 

Administration  at  £2,124  compares  with  £2,236. 

Establishment  at  £2,528  compares  with  £2,760. 

Rates  and  Taxes  are  up  by  £232  in  consequence  of  St.  Cuthbert’s,  Malvern. 

Contributions  to  other  Institutions  are  only  £1  more  than  the  previous  year.  This  item  is  for 
the  patients  in  Switzerland,  of  whom  10  are  still  at  the  British  Children’s  Home. 

Extraordinary  expenditure  shows  a  reduction,  A.R.P.  equipment  being  £243  against  £1,573  in 

1941. 

The  Statistical  Tables  show  that  the  average  cost  per  patient  per  week  at  the  Parent  Hospital 
in  1942  was  £4  13s.  2d.  against  £6  9s.  8d.  in  1941.  The  average  total  cost  was  £10  8s.  7d.,  with  an 
average  stay  of  15*4  days. 

Malvern  average  weekly  cost  was  £2  17s.  3d. — £14  2s.  2d.  per  patient  with  a  stay  of  34.5  days. 
The  weekly  cost  in  1941  was  £3  Is.  2d. — £13  15s.  6d.  per  patient  with  a  stay  of  31-2  days. 

The  total  Income  (Parent  Hospital  and  Malvern)  last  year  was  £58,288  as  against  £51,805  in  the 
previous  year,  an  increase  of  £7,483. 

The  total  expenditure  was  £64,445  against  £56,137,  an  increase  of  £8,308. 

Malvern  showed  a  deficit  for  the  year  of  £6,147  against  £4,330  in  1941,  and  the  Parent  Hospital 
a  deficit  of  £9  18s.  3d.  against  £1  19s.  3d. 


ENDOWED  COTS 

Six  additions  have  been  made  to  the  Endowed  Cots  during  the  year.  The  Lord  Mayor  attended 
iu  October  to  perform  the  unveiling  ceremony.  Cots  were  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  : 

J.  Wm.  Tilley,  O.B.E.,  J.P. 

Mrs.  Mary  Florence  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Kate  Lucas. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Squiers. 

The  other  two  are 

The  Harry  and  Dora  Foster  Cot. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Whittall  &  Son  Cot.  '•* 

The  Board  extends  most  grateful  thanks  for  these  benefactions. 

The  endowment  of  a  Cot  is  the  highest  form  of  benefit  that  can  be  conferred  upon  the  Hospital, 
since  it  ensures  a  perpetual  income  for  carrying  on  the  work.  At  the  same  time  it  serves  as  a  memorial 
for  either  sad  or  joyous  occasions  to  the  benefactor. 

If  the  Board  draws  attention  to  one  in  particular — the  J.  W.  Tilley  Cot — it  is  because  of  Mr. 
Tilley’s  long  and  devoted  service  to  the  Hospital  as  Hon.  Treasurer.  The  Board  was  discussing  how 
his  name  could  be  perpetuated,  when  Mrs.  Tilley  wrote  that  she  wished  to  do  something  which  would 
commemorate  Mr.  Tilley’s  long  association  with  the  Hospital  and  at  the  same  time  be  a  help  to  the 
work  in'  which  he  was  so  deeply  interested,  and  that  she  had  decided  the  most  suitable  way  would 
be  to  endow  a  bed  to  his  memory. 

BEQUESTS:  DONATIONS  FOR  COTS,  ETC. 

In  order  to  economise  paper,  items  under  the  above  heading  are  not  set  out  separately,  but  details 
of  individual  gifts  are  in  the  Accounts.  The  omission  is  not  for  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  generous 
support  given  by  so  many  friends  of  the  Hospital.  The  Children’s  and  the  Board’s  gratitude  is  tendered 
to  them. 

,  COVENANTED  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The  Board  draws  attention  to  the  advantages  the  Hospital  gains  from  Covenanted  Subscriptions. 
It  appeals  to  subscribers  to  adopt  this  scheme,  which  has  the  effect  (with  Income  Tax  at  10/-  in  the  £) 
of  doubling  the  amount  received  by  the  Hospital  without  extra  cost  to  the  subscriber. 

PERSONAL 

DR.  B.  C.  TATE,  M.B.E.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Tate,  the  Honorary  Physician  to  the  Skin  Department,  has  received  several  distinctions 
during  the  year,  and  the  Board  extends  to  him  most  cordial  congratulations.  He  has  been  elected  a 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  has  been  awarded  the  M.B.E.  He  has  received  promotion 
from  major  to  lieutenant-colonel  and  has  been  appointed  to  a  new  post  as  Adviser  in  Dermatology  to 
the  Middle  East  Forces. 

PROFESSOR  BERTRAM  LLOYD,  Ch.M.,  F.R.C.S. 

Professor  Lloyd  has  felt  compelled  for  reasons  of  health  to  resign  his  appointment  as  Senior 
Surgeon. 

Mr.  Bertram  Lloyd  has  served  the  Hospital  with  distinction  since  1913.  The  Board  has  conveyed 
to  him  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  efficient  and  skilful  manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  various 
duties,  of  the  care  with  which  he  has  tended  the  patients  under  his  charge  at  the  Hospital,  of  the 
valuable  help  rendered  by  him  as  a  Member  of  the  Board  and  the  Building  Committee,  and  of  the 
part  he  has  played  in  the  development  of  the  Hospital. 

In  consideration  of  the  eminent  services  rendered  to  the  Hospital  during  the  past  28  years  by 
Professor  Lloyd,  he  has  been  appointed  an  Honorary  Consulting  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital. 

MR.  F.  T.  COLLIER,  M.P.S. 

After  48  years  of  devoted  service  Mr.  F.  T.  Collier  has  retired  from  the  office  of  Pharmacist  to  the 
Hospital.  During  this  long  period  Mr.  Collier  has  seen  the  Hospital  develop  from  a  small  beginning 
to  one  of  the  most  important  hospitals  for  children  in  the  country  ;  his  powers  and  capabilities  have 
developed  as  the  demands  upon  them  have  become  greater.  The  Board  has  tendered  to  Mr.  Collier 
its  sincere  appreciation  of  his  professional  skill,  keenness  and  loyalty  to  the  Hospital,  and  of  the  high 
qualities  and  genial  nature  of  his  personal  character.  s 

PROFESSOR  L.  G.  PARSONS,  F.R.C.P. 

The  Board  has  tendered  its  congratulations  to  Professor  L.  G.  Parsons,  F.R.C.P.  upon  being 
awarded  the  Moxon  Medal  for  distinguished  work  “  especially  in  Paediatrics.” 
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OBITUARY 

&IR  CHARLES  HYDE,  BART. 

The  Board  records  how  deeply  the  Children's  Hospital,  in  common  with  other  Institutions,  and 
indeed  the  City  as  a  whole,  lamexrts  the  loss  sustained  by  the  death  of  Sir  Charles  Hyde. 

The  Board  remembers  with  gratitude  the  especially  tender  heart  he  had  for  the  welfare  of  children, 
as  shown  in  his  benefactions  to  the  Hospital  in  every  phase  of  its  development.  It  was  at  Sir  Charles’s 
suggestion,  and^afterwards  by  the  appeal  made  through  “  The  Birmingham  Post  ”  and  “  Mail,”  that 
the  present  Hospital  was  built  as  Birmingham’s  Memorial  to  King  Edward  VII.  In  recognition  of 
this  Sir  Charles  was  elected  the  first  President  of  the  new  Hospital. 

Sir  Charles  not  only  had  first-hand  knowledge  of  many  Hospitals  and  Medical  Charities  of 
Birmingham,  but  an  intimate  understanding  of  progress  in  medicine  and  surgery.  Curative  and 
preventive  medicine  owed  much  to  his  financial  help  to  research  work.  He  took  occasion  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  tireless  efforts  of  devoted  workers  in  the  clinical  and  laboratory  spheres  by  endowments  to 
their  memory. 

To  perpetuate  his  name  in  the  Hospital  a  ward  is  being  named  “  The  Sir  Charles  Hyde  Ward.” 

DR.  WALTER  JORDAN 

The  Board  also  records  with  great  regret  the  death  of  Dr.  Walter  Jordan,  whose  association 
with  the  Hospital  dated  from  1893,  when  he  was  appointed  Physician  to  Out-Patients. 

Dr.  Jordan  was  a  member  of  a  brilliant  family  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  which  for  eighty  years 
had  been  closely  connected  with  the  Hospital  work  of  Birmingham.  Dr.  Jordan  held  several  offices 
in  Birmingham,  but  his  high  reputation  rested  on  his  work  as  Physician  to  this  Hospital.  He  was  a 
good  clinician,  had  a  love- of  children  and  gained  their  affection.  Many  will  remember  the  tall, 
distinguished-looking  and  courtly  gentleman  who  treated  them  as  little  ladies  and  gentlemen. 

MRS.  S.  H.  SMITH 

The  death  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Smith,  of  Handsworth  Wood,  is  also  recorded  with  much  regret.  She  was 
for  many  years  an  energetic  worker  for  the  charitable  organisation  known  as  the  Knights  of  the 
Empire,  instituted  by  the  late  Councillor  Darlington. 

The  Knights  maintain  two  cots  in  the  Hospital.  Mrs.  Smith  was  for  eleven  years  the  Chairman 
of  the  Linen  League,  which  made  garments  for  the  Hospital. 

NURSING  SALARIES 

The  recommendations  of  the  Rushcliffe  Committee  have  been  made  public,  and  it  can  be  said 
that  the  general  lines  of  the  proposals  as  to  the  salaries  to  be  paid  to  the  different  classes  of  nurses 
are  fair  and  reasonable. 

The  Board  concurs  in  the  recommendation  of  the  British  Hospitals’  Association  to  accept  the 
findings  of  the  Rushcliffe  Report  in  their  entirety.  There  is,  however,  a  difficulty  in  putting  the  96-hour 
fortnight  into  force  because  of  lack  of  accommodation,  and  this  point  is  recognised  by  the  Rushcliffe 
Committee.  As  the  new  conditions  are  linked  with  supply,  it  may  be  impossible  to  give  immediately 
the  additional  week’s  holiday  to  student  nurses. 

The  Board  has  ever  had  the  interests  of  nurses  at  heart,  and  this,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 
Hospital  offers  unrivalled  opportunities  of  practical  experience  in  children’s  nursing,  may  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  Hospital’s  happy  position  of  being  able  to  obtain  suitable  candidates  to  enter  for 
training  in  spite  of  the  large  increase  of  numbers  required  to  keep  pace  with  its  growth. 

The  additional  cost  to  the  Hospital  as  a  result  of  the  Rushcliffe  recommendations  will  be  some¬ 
thing  over  £3,000  a  year,  towards  which  the  Government  will  contribute  50  per  cent. 

THE  BEVERIDGE  REPORT 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Sir  William  Beveridge  presented  his  report  of  a  comprehensive  scheme 
of  social  security,  and  advocated  the  setting  up  of  a  Ministry  of  Social  Security  to  administer  a  unified 
system  of  health  and  rehabilitation  services. 

The  report  is  of  great  interest  to  hospitals,  particularly  Assumption  B,  “  comprehensive  health 
and  rehabilitation  services  for  prevention  and  cure  of  disease  and  restoration  of  capacity  for  work 
available  to  all  members  of  the  community.”  The  community  has  enthusiastically  endorsed  its 
principles.  A  note  of  caution  however  should  be  sounded,  for  voluntary  hospitals  cannot  contemplate 
the  report  with  equanimity  if  its  proposals  involve  a  complete  salaried  medical  service  and  a  State 
hospital  service.  The  reality  of  the  position  and  the  gravity  of  the  problem  have  to  be  faced.  The 
Voluntary  Hospitals  are  the  pioneers  in  health  services  and  desire  to  continue  to  render  service  to 
the  community.  The  Minister  of  Health,  happily,  has  announced  that  the  Government’s  hospital 
policy  after  the  war  is  to  supplement  and  not  to  supersede  the  present  resources  of  local  authorities 
and  voluntary  effort,  and  has  spoken  of  a  true  partnership  between  local  authorities  and  voluntary 
hospitals.  In  this  spirit  the  voluntary  hospitals  hope  to  see  the  setting  up  under  the  Minister  of  a 
separate  National  Health  Corporation. 

Doctor  and  hospital  must  be  the  servants  of  the  patient,  but  neither  can  be  if  both  are  servants 
of  the  local  ratepayers  and  at  the  mercy  of  local  politics.  In  the  past  the  voluntary  hospital?  have 
successfully  maintained  the  patient-doctor  relationship  because  their  only  purpose  has  been  the  service 
of  their  patients. 

Discussions  are  taking  place  between  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  representatives  of  the  Medical 
profession,  the  voluntary  hospitals  and  local  authorities.  Though  theire  is  no  doubt  that  the  general 
body  of  the  public  is  wholeheartedly  in  favour  of  implementing  the  recommendations  of  the  Beveridge 
Report  and  is  determined  that  excessive  want  shall  not  continue,  the  voluntary  hospitals  by  their 
tradition  of  service  have  endeared  themselves  to  many  hundreds  of  thousands  who  will  expect  them 
to  .play  an  important  part  in  the  proposed  comprehensive  scheme  of  hospital  service. 

BABIES 

Figures  recently  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  have  for  the  first  time  for  some  years  shown  a 
slight  increase  in  the  birth-rate.  But  it  has  also  been  stated  that  before  a  baby  born  in  1942  is  sixty 
years  old  it  may  see  the  population  of  Britain  dwindle  from  47,000,000  to  27,000,000  and  in  that  time 
the  number  of  old  people  will  have  increased  to  nearly  10,000,000.  One  million  babies  used  to  be  born 
in  Britain  every  year,  but  this  number  has  fallen  by  300,000.  The  point  to  be  emphasised  is  that  we 
are  at  present  replacing  only  about  80  per  cent,  of  ourselves.  The  bonus  under  the  Beveridge  Plan 
may  help,  but  experience  seems  to  show  that  it  is  impossible  to  bribe  people  into  having  children. 
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It  is  suggested  that  by  increasing  accommodation  throughout  the  country  on  the  lines  of  the 
Model  Babies’  Block  recently  opened  here  more  could  be  done  to  save  lives.  If  the  various  departments 
are  further  curtailed  by  the  withdrawal  of  Doctors,  Administrative  Staff,  Porters  and  Domestics, 
drastic  curtailment  of  work  will  have  to  be  put  into  force.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  approved  the 
opening  of  the  top  floor  of  the  Babies’  Block  and  the  premature  section.  Sufficient  nursing  staff  is 
available,  but  not  other  staffs,  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour  is  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  direct  staff 
here,  giving  the  reason  that  Hospitals  are  not  covered  under  the  Essential  Works  Order. 

Before  the  year  1800,  nearly  one  half  the  children  born  were  doomed  to  die  in  early  childhood. 
Even  in  the  decade  1891-1900,  the  proportion  dying  in  their  first  year  was  more  than  one  in  seven." 
Last  year  it  was  roughly  one  in  sixteen.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  a  child  born  today  has  an  expectation 
of  life  of  twelve  years  more  than  had  his  grandfather,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done,  especially  for 
young  babies,  for  in  spite  of  this  wonderful  decline  in  infant  mortality  the  number  of  children  dying 
in  the  first  month  of  life  remains  practically  the  same  as  it  was  twenty-five  years  ago. 

Much  wastage  of  precious  human  life  is  preventible.  Fifty  thousand  children  in  this  country  still 
die  each  year  before  they  reach  the  age  of  one  year,  and  35  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  children  who  enter 
elementary  schools  at  the  age  of  5  years  do  so  with  defect?  that  could  have  been  prevented  or  cured. 

This  wastage  of  human  energy,  due  to  preventible  illnesses,  does  not  cease  with  school  age,  for 
the  children  subsequently  carry  with  them  into  their  wage-earning  life  a  mass  of  moral,  mental  and 
physical  disability.  Thus,  the  prevention  of  disease  means  not  merely  the  saving  of  many  lives  but  also 
that  the  health  and  vigour  of  a  very  much  larger  number  will  be  preserved. 

MILK  AND  TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Board  is  of  opinion  that  a  Children’s  Hospital  is  fulfilling  its  proper  functions  only  when 
active  study  of  all  aspects  of  disease  in  childhood  and  research  into  its  causes  and  treatment  are 
constantly  being  carried  out  ;  it  would  therefore  not  be  irrelevant  for  the  Board  to  express  the  views 
of  its  Medical  Staff  on  pasteurisation  of  milk.  There  are  no  facts  more  certain  in  medicine  than  that 
Tuberculosis  and  other  diseases  of  human  beings  are  conveyed  by  milk,  that  they  are  common  and 
that  they  can  be  prevented  by  efficient  pasteurisation.  There  should  be  no  difficulty  in  ensuring 
efficient  pasteurisation  as  prescribed  in  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  ;  this  does  not 
impair  the  flavour  of  milk  as  a  beverage  and  removes  nothing  which  requires  to  be  added  to  the  diet 
of  those  mainly  dependent  for  their  nourishment  on  milk  in  some  form. 

A  large  consumption  of  milk  by  children  is  vital  to  growth  and  good  health,  but  it  should  be  milk 
without  its  deleterious  qualities.  Health  cannot  begin  to  be  positive  so  long  as  it  is  negatived  by  un¬ 
controlled  dosage  of  live  bacilli. 

A  Sub-Committee  of  the  British  Paediatric  Association  has  been  enquiring  into  the  early  diagnosis 
of  Tuberculosis  in  Childhood  because  of  the  increase  of  tuberculosis  during  the  war.  Lord  Dawson 
remarked  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  July  28th,  1942,  that  the  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  had  increased 
bv  13  per  cent  in  Great  Britain  since  the  war  ;  that  a  novel  feature  in  this  war  had  been  an  extension, 
particularly  in  young  children,  of  the  incidence  of  Tuberculous  meningitis,  of  which  there  had  been 
an  increased  incidence  of  50  per  cent.  Dr.  Allen  of  Belfast  has  shown  in  a  recent  analysis  that  the 
infection  in  72  per  cent,  of  tuberculous  meningitis  was  due  to  the  human  bacillus. 

The  Sub-Committee  is  suggesting  a  conference  of  interested  parties,  but  the  following  comments 
should  be  known  to  the  general  public  : 

(a)  Tuberculous  Meningitis  is  an  end  result  of  infection  occurring  primarily  in  some  other  part 
of  the  body,  principally  in  the  respiratory  or  alimentary  systems.  Its  prevention  can  be  effected  only 
by  preventing  these  primary  infections,  or,  if  they  have  occurred,  by  diagnosing  them  at  an  early  stage 
and  instituting  appropriate  treatment. 

( b )  Primary  alimentary  infection  is  acquired  mainly  from  infected  and  unsterilised  milk,  and  this 
source  could  be  almost  entirely  eliminated  by  legislation,  or  greatly  lessened  by  educating  the  public 
to  drink  milk  which  has  been  either  efficiently  pasteurised  or  boiled. 

MEDICAL  RELIEF  INJ  EUROPE 

A  Technical  Advisory  Committee  on  Medical  Supplies  and  Services,  consisting  of  experts  represent¬ 
ing  all  the  governments  concerned,  has  been  formed  to  advise  the  Inter-Allied  Committee  for  Post¬ 
war  Requirements.  It  is  concerned  with  medical  requirements  for  nutrition,  etc. 

Statistics  show  that  in  the  three  years  following  the  last  war  more  people  died  from  famine  and 
preventible  diseases  than  had  been  killed  in  the  war  itself  ;  and  their  deaths  were  largely  the  result 
of  administrative  chaos  in  relief. 

Every  day  that  relief  work  is  delayed  after  a  country  or  part  of  a  country  is  liberated  can  be 
measured  in  terms  of  human  life  and  suffering,  and  therefore  the  machinery  must  be  created  in  advance. 
It  is  a  gigantic  task.  Europe  today  presents  a  terrible  medical  picture.  Malnutrition  and  tuberculosis 
are  widespread  over  large  areas.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  200  million  human  beings  are  urgently 
in  need  of  more  food.  Typhus  fever  is|epidemic  in'most  of  eastern  and  much  of  central  Europe,  and 
malaria  is  increasing. 

Other  medical  problems  include  maternity  and  child  welfare,  institutional  accommodation  for 
orphan  children,  old  persons,  epileptics  and  mental  cases  and  gross  overcrowding  in  the  larger  cities. 
The  medical  and  nursing  staffs  of  the  Children’s  Hospital  are  considering  how  they  can  show  practical 
sympathy  by  forming  a  Paediatric  Unit  of  specialised  experts. 

The  Board  has  decided  that,  provided  the  parent  hospital  is  staffed  so  as  to  avoid  great  hardship 
here,  the  Hospital  must  take  its  share  in  this  humanitarian  work. 

CONCLUSION 

The  Board  expresses  its  profound  thankfulness  that  it  has  been  permitted  to  perform  its  task  for 
the  children  without  interruption  by  air  raids.  It  also  expresses  its  warm  appreciation  of  the  wealth 
of  interest  and  support  so  generously  given,  paying  tribute  to  the  Birmingham  Hospital  Contributory 
Fund,  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund,  the  Brick  League,  the  Public  and  Private  Schools’  Cot  Fund 
and  the  various  children’s  organisations,  the  Honorary  Auditors,  the  Press,  the  American  Ambulance 
Corps  and  voluntary  helpers  and  members  of  the  Police  Force. 

It  looks  forward  confidently  to  a  continuation  of  help  in  the  knowledge  that  the  Hospital’s  work 
for  children  is  worthy  of  support. 

To  the  Honorary  Hospital  Staff  and  its  resident  house  Officers  the  Board  tenders  its  gratitude  for 
continuing  co-operation  and  unfailing  activity  in  the  service  of  the  patients. 

The  Board  also  thanks  the  Nursing  Staff  for  devoted  services  and  gratefully  acknowledges  the 
help  of  the  other  Staffs — all  of  whom  are  essential  for  the  running  of  the  Hospital. 

HAROLD  F.  SHRIMPTON,  J.  H.  HAYDEN, 

House  Governor.  Chairman. 
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Days  of  Attendance  of  Honorary  Officers 

IN  THE 

OUT-PATIENT  DEPARTMENT 

DURING  WAR  EMERGENCY  PERIOD 


PHYSICIANS  : 

surgeons : 

SPECIAL  DEPARTMENTS  : 

MONDAY  ... 

Dr.  A.  V.  Neale 

Mr.  C.  Raison 

Mr.  F.  B.  Worrall 
(Dental)  at  9  a.m. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Alabaster 
(Eye) 

Dr.  C.  G.  Teall 
(X-Ray) 

TUESDAY  ... 

Prof.  Wilkinson 
(at  11  a.m.) 

Dr.  F.  Braid 

Mr.  F.  Welsh 

Mr.  F.  D.  Marsh 
(Ear  and  Throat) 

Dr.  E.  Thorpe 
(X-Ray) 

WEDNESDAY 

Prof.  Parsons 
(By  appointment  only) 

Mr.  R.  P.  Scott  Mason 

Mr.  F.  G.  Allan 

(Orthopaedic)  at  9  a.m. 

Dr.  C.  G.  Teall 
(X-Ray) 

THURSDAY 

Mr.  H.  H.  Sampson 

Dr.  G.  A.  Auden 

(Department  of  Child 
Psychiatry)  at  10  a.m. 

Mr.  W.  Stirk  Adams 
(Aural)  at  11  a.m. 

Dr.  E.  Thorpe 
(X-Ray) 

FRIDAY 

Dr.  F.  Braid 

Mr.  F.  Welsh 

Dr.  Braid 

(V.D.)  at  3-30  p.m. 

Du.  E.  Thorpe 
(X-Ray) 

Dr.  F.  I.  Henry 
(Eye)  at  2-30  p.m. 

Doors  open  at  1-30  p.m.  Patients  are  not  admitted  alter  2 -30  p.m. 
Certain  Honorary  Officers  are  away  on  military  service,  but 
their  cases  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  above  officers. 


HAROLD  F.  SHRIMPTON,  F.H.A. 

House  Governor  and  Secretary. 
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